UPDATE 1/29/99

Changed CheckLogFileSize from a procedure to a function which will

now return the log file size in bytes. Good for… whatever. Please read the

comments below.



TCESLogFile is based upon Riccardo 'Rico' Pareschi's (RicoSoft

rico@mbox.4net.it), component TLogFile. Rico based his component on an idea

by Song Weng Sam and is a log file component. Needing such a component and not

wanting to write one myself, I came across Rico's. For my needs, I needed a

way to create a back-up of the log file when it, the log file, gets too

large. I also needed one procedure to Open, Write and Close an error or other

event in one operation. Lastly, since my error messages are all pretty

standard, I added a design time property to enter a standard error message.

I also noted a 'bug'. When the procedure CloseLogFile was run, the design time

LogFile setting was messed up. I added a way to save its value so that the

component would always remember the log file name that was entered at design

time. I also rearranged the date and time stamps in the Write procedures.



The design time properties added were ErrorMsg and LogSize.

Added procedures are: WriteStdErrorMsg, OWCStdErrorMsg and CheckLogFileSize.



This file and component, as are Rico's, are released to the public domain as

Freeware. You may use it as you may see fit, but I nor any other person who

has or may have modified this code are responsible should it screw things up

for you. The basic disclaimer... use at your own risk, but enjoy it!



I also used Rico's resource file as it was a neat Delphi palette icon!



John F. Jarrett    Computer Engineering Services    johnjces@cybertrails.com

Show Low (named by the turn of a card), Arizona, USA

www.whitemtns.com/~cesfiles



THANK-YOU Rico!



This component will function great under Delphi 2, 3 and 4. It was compiled under

Delphi 3 and the supplied  DCU is a Delphi 3 object file. The source file has been

compiled under Delphi 4 with no problems and it should compile just as

easily under Delphi 2 which I haven't done nor have I compiled it under Delphi 1

or supplied a 16 bit resource file, but I am certain that it will compile well there 

too!



To install this component, place the DCR file and PAS file, (DCU too if you want)

 into whatever directory you keep your components. Go to the install new

component and go from there! A new Palette item called CES will appear with

the LogFile icon.



NOTE: This component uses FMXUtils.pas which is supplied by Borland/

             Inprise. Make sure that this file is somewhere in your Delphi paths

             (library or component path) statements or placed in your component

            directory!



Properties:



LogFile

This property holds the log file name. The component automatically adds an

extension of .log. You may change this in the source of the component, but

make sure you change it all places.



So, your logfile name would simply be, for example; MathErr. The component

would add the .log, so the file's complete name would be: MathErr.log



LogSize

This property if left at 0 will never back up and replace your current log file once

even after CheckLogFileSize is called.



Setting LogSize to 8192 will make a logfile up to this size. Once the filesize reaches

8192 bytes, the component will backup the file with a .bak extension

after the CheckLogFileSize procedure is called and will then create a new log file.



StdErrorMsg

This property sets a standard error message... one that may not change and one

that you do not have to always specify or keep as a string variable.



Procedures:



OpenLogFile

This procedure opens the log file and enters  "Logging started on" and then

the date and time.



An ideal place for this procedure is when you open the form/applciation...

i.e. the OnCreate event.



WriteLogFile(string)

This procedure will write the error message (string) to the opened log file.

You MUST use this procedure after an OpenLogFile



CloseLogFile

This procedure will write the message, "Logging ended on" and then the date

and time and the file will close. 



An ideal place for this might be in your application's OnClose event.



WriteStdErrorMsg

This procedure is similar to WriteLogFile except it writes the StdErrorMsg

which may have been set at design time. Of course it can be set at run

time just as easily as any other property. You MUST use this procedure

after an OpenLogFile.



OWCStdErrorMsg

This procedure Opens, Writes and Closes the logfile with the StdErrorMsg

all in one process. DO NOT USE THIS AFTER AN OpenLogFile! An error

will result.



Functions



CheckLogFileSize

This procedure will check to see what size LogFile to keep by looking at the

property LogSize. If this value is 0, nothing at all will ever happen. If it is 

greater than 0, the file, if LogFile is greater than 0, then the current logfile

will be backed up with a .bak extension and a new file written. 



Must be called at runtime and can be called at anytime after the log file has 

been opened or opened and closed, at least once! Returns log file size, -1 if 

it does not exist or if the log file has not been opened, or opened and closed 

at least once either by OpenLogFile of OWCStdErrorMsg. This allows your 

application to know whether or not the file has ever been opened for log entry

in any given instance of your application. Could be a good thing to know or to

remind your app to use OpenLogFile or to use the one step procedure,

OWCStdErrorMsg. Once the file has been opened, or opened and closed at

least once, the return value will be the log file size.



Any thoughts or questions? E-Mail me at....



johnjces@whitemtns.com



www.whitemtns.com/~cesfiles



Enjoy this freeware component!



John F. Jarrett






